
September 2 2022

Working Holiday 
I had a lovely time at the farm, helping my parents with lambing. There were sheep to check, 
unwanted/orphaned lambs to feed, garden to dig, Scrabble to beat Mum at (!) and some good 
family time, especially since my sister’s recent engagement.

Back to Blossoms
Since I returned to Hastings, it has been busy but good with a Blossom Parade to organize 
and then school holiday stuff. The forecast for the whole week leading up to the parade looked  
ominous for the day, and I prayed a lot that it would clear up – so that the parade wasn’t 

Sowing in the Spring
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
And do not return there without watering the earth
And making it produce and sprout,
And providing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;
So will My word be which goes out of My mouth;
It will not return to Me empty,
Without accomplishing what I desire,
And without succeeding in the purpose for which I sent it.”
(Isaiah 55:10-11)



cancelled after all our preparation and 
so that we didn’t get wet and cold on the 
day. That morning it was overcast, but it 
only rained once just enough to put the 
umbrellas up, and otherwise it was fine. 
 
We had a great team who came along, 
about 18 of us from different walks of life, 
churches and ages (more than half were 
children), some on scooters, a bike or even 
roller skates (that she had bought that 
morning)! But we all love the Lord and 
wanted to make Him known. One of the 
guys offered to build a trailer to go with the 
decorated car, and he worked hard at it  
after work for a couple of weeks beforehand. When he arrived with it I was super-impressed,  
it was an amazing giant cross (taller than I can reach to the top of) and even had  
speakers wired in to play music!  

The Hastings Blossom Parade is a great day to hand out literature, because almost everyone 
is willing to take it. We used a few boxes of assorted Hope Booklets from previous years and 
other booklets for the children until we ran out. It would have been well over 1000 booklets  
given out! Please pray for all those who received them, that they will read and respond in faith 
in Jesus.

Plenty to Pray For
School holidays are coming up and with them plenty of opportunities for ministry (I plan to 
catch up on sleep after that!)

Fri 30 Sept – Girlzone sleepover #2 (since it’s popular, and a couple of girls missed last time)
3-5 Oct – Outreach roadtrip to Carterton / Wellington with about 7-9 kids and 1-2 mums. We 
plan to stop in some towns along the way and give out Gospel literature and talk to people. 
This is a first for most of these kids who have recently completed Dare To Be A Daniel, so please 
pray for them as they step out in faith to approach strangers.
6-8 Oct – Outreach roadtrip to Rotorua with 6 girls. Most of these will have been on a roadtrip 
before and are eager to come again; please pray for more Gospel conversations as they 
grow in confidence.
10-14 Oct – “Desert Adventures” FBI (Faithful Bible Investigator) holiday program at Riverbend 
Bible Church. We have about 45 children registered so far and a team of teens and adults 
is coming together. Please pray for us all during this intensive but worthwhile week, with kids’ 
program in the mornings and teen training in the afternoons.

Thank you so much for continuing to pray and practically support this ministry. In Christ, Maria


